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Thanks to the Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society, Northern Ohio DX
Association, Ohio/Penn Packet Cluster Network, K4CEF & Southeastern 
Cluster Group, DF4RD, AD1C, WK3N, N8HUR, W8IQ and K8YSE for the 
following DX information.

A5, BHUTAN. WZ9Q/A5 was reported on 14005 kHz around 1256z, on March 23rd
and gave his QTH as Thimpu and QSL info as AK1E. KN4HW talked to AK1E, 
on the 23rd, and he stated he has been getting lots of inquiries, but 
does not know WZ9Q, and is not aware of any such operation. Chalk this
one up as a pirate.

KH3, JOHNSON ISLAND AND KH9, WAKE ISLAND. Bill, KA3HMS, expects to be
operating from Johnson Island on or about April 6th to the 7th and from
Wake Island on or about April 22nd to the 25th. Activity mentioned will
only be on 10 and 20 meters.

RT5UN/RY0U QSL CARDS. Nick, RT5UN has received QSL cards that were sent
to John, K8YSE, at his request. NODXA's ambassador to the Ukraine, aka
Mr. Myron, presented Nick with about 320 envelopes from both DX and USA
amateurs on March 25th in Kiev. Nick also received the NODXA award for
working 10 NODXA members. Nick says that some cards will be returned via
Mr. Myron  on April 6th. K8YSE will return the cards via US mail if you
enclosed an SASE or postage/$. If you just sent a card, QSL's will be 
returned via the bureau. Cards for RT5UN received by K8YSE after March
21st are being held pending the possibility of another return visit to 
Kiev by Mr. Myron. You can check to see if your card made the trip by
contacting John, K8YSE, at (216) 237-0199, evenings/weekends only please.
John has a computer listing of all envelopes received prior to March 21st.
At this time the only way to insure mail into the Ukraine is to send it
via courier. We hope that this will change soon.

VP8, SOUTH SANDWICH ISLAND. After this DXpedition, Martti Lane, OH2BH, 
may want to write a book titled, "Why Did We Have To Come Here Next?".
Martti, who joined the South Sandwich Dxpedition team was heard saying,
"We are suffering." Yet the VP8SSI DXpedition continues to be active, 
but under horrible weather conditions for the operators. Tony, WA4JQS,
stated that "South Sandwich Island is the worst place on earth." Winds
have been blowing 35 to 50 MPH. Another operator was heard saying, "My
hands are so cold, it is hard to turn the dial on the radio." Antennas
get put up during the daytime and get blown down during the night.
  Most of the operating seems to be on 10, 15, 20, 40 and some 80 meters.
There was activity on 10102 kHz March 26th around 0330z, but very weak
in 8-land. On March 29th, VP8SSI showed up on 24894 kHz around 1630z and
18070 kHz around 2145z. It was stated by one of the operators on March 
27th that 160 meters looks doubtful. They have lost about 3 different 
160 meter antennas because of the winds. During the night their second
camp got washed out and the guys from the first camp had to rescue them.
The washed out camp has now set-up in one of the Rescue Huts. They also 
had some generator problems, but Martti, OH2BH, was reported trying to
fix it. Let's wish them a safe departure from this most inhospitable 
place. QSL via AA6BB (SSB) and KA6V (CW).

EDITOR'S SOAPBOX REPORT. Why is it that when a group of DXers who travel
to a rare place (on their own free time), spend thousands of dollars and
go thru extremely dangerous and hazardous conditions, have their operation
become a target for deliberate and malicious interfernce? I get the
feeling these guys who deliberately QRM DXpeditions must have their
own serect club (QNDA - QRM the Next DXpedition, Anonymous). Who are
these guys? No one knows, they're ANONYMOUS! It seems these guys must
be funded as much as the DXpeditioners, they operate 24 hours around
the clock, all bands and modes. I am sure there are some DXers who live
near these QRMers but do not want to point the finger. This is 
understandable. The main thing a QRMer wants is attention and it seems
they get it every time people make comments to try to stop the QRM. 
QRMers will continue to do what he or she wants to do no matter what. 
If everyone would learn to ignore the person who causes the QRM, they,
in time, will leave. REMEMBER! They want an audience, DO NOT GIVE IT TO
THEM.

YA5MM QSL CARDS. Igor, UT5UX, head of the recent YA5MM operation will be
arriving in Sofia on April 12 or 13 to process QSL cards that have
arrived by that date. He will spend about a week with the computerized
logs and labels he has with him, and urges all who have not yet
submitted requests to PO Box 321 in Sofia to do so immediately. Any
cards not handled on this visit will be handled on a return visit in
about a month.  Total contacts were about 32000. 

DXAC REPORT. A February committee report was released this past week.
Here is a summary of a few items that the committee is discussing 
and working on:
  PRATAS ISLAND - Waiting for petition from BV2VB before scheduling 
                  a vote.
  VATICAN ENCLAVE (HV0HH) - DXAC voted down the recommendation of this
                    enclave as a new DXCC country.
  SPARTLY ISLANDS - Possible deletion due to the changes in occupation.
  SOUTHEREN SUDAN - Possible deletion. Tentative schedule vote, June 1st.
  DXPEDITION DISQUALIFICATION CRITERIA - Subcommittee continues to study
                    this matter.
  ABU-AIL - A request was made in the clarification of DXCC country 
            status of this DXCC country since the British government
            does not maintain the lighthouse any more.
            
Excerpts and distribution of The OPDX Bulletin are granted as long as
OPDX/BARF80 receive credit. To contribute DX info, call BARF-80 BBS
online at 216-237-8208 2400/1200/300 and leave a message with the
Sysop or send InterNet Mail to: aq474@cleveland.freenet.edu or send
BitNet Mail to: aq474%cleveland.freenet@cunyvm or send a message
via packet to KB8NW @ WA8BXN.OH.USA.NA

